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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ASEC 

SUBJECT: SECURITY COVERAGE OF BAGHDAD 

1 . RSO TEHRAN HAS BEEN EXPERIENCING EXTREME DIFFICULTY IN 
OBTAINING VISAS FOR ENTRY INTO IRAQ. THE SECURITY COVERAGE 
OF OUR INTEREST SECTION IN BAGHDAD, THEREFORE, HAS BEEN 
LESS THAN OPTIMAL. 

2. A/SY RECOMMENDS THAT THE RSO DAMASCUS TAKE OVER SECURITY 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR BAGHDAD IF TRAVEL/VISA CONDITIONS ARE 
SUPERIOR TO TEHRAN-BAGHDAD ROUTE. 

3. REQUEST DAMASCUS COMMENT ON AVAILABILITY OF IRAQI VISAS 
FOR OFFICIAL AMERICANS, AND ADEQUACY OF FLIGHT SCHEDULES. 
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4. A/SY BELIEVES THAT COVERAGE OF SMALL US INTEREST SEC- 
TION IN BAGHDAD BY RSO DAMASCUS SHOULD NOT AFFECT THE LEVEL 
OF SECURITY SERVICE AFFORDED POST OF RESIDENCE. 
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